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      I finished my term in Nigeria and this Texas girl headed home for an eight-month furlough.  Only I did not go to Texas, but began my furlough in New Mexico, where my parents had moved two years ago.  I was so happy to have some cool weather and beautiful views, but what I did not expect was one of the most severe winters New Mexico has had in many years.  I found myself in a world of white, shoveling snow and frequently getting the car stuck in the snow.  I needed a new wardrobe of sweaters, long underwear, snow boots and gloves.  

     I said, “Wow, this is a new way of life.”   
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     Don’t get me wrong, there were many things I enjoyed in New Mexico. The mountains and trees covered in snow were beautiful.  I loved riding horses in the mountains, going snow mobiling, and taking several day trips to different sites.  It was great to spend time with my parents and we went on two vacations to the Grand Canyon and Carlsbad Caverns/White Sands.

     I spent a lot of time in Texas visiting friends and churches, but I also visited friends and supporters in Missouri and North Carolina.  I found whether I was in my home state or another state, there were changes that made me realize this was a different life than what I remembered.  

     I came home and I said, “Help me Lord I can’t even figure out how to turn on the television.”  

     Most people have cable T.V. with a remote that works the T.V., DVD player, and stereo player.  There were too many buttons on the remotes and they were all different with each place I visited.  I also found that when I went shopping all the styles had changed, as well as the sizing.  I had to try on everything to see if it fit right.  But all that aside I can say that what has not changed is the love and open arms I received from my friends, supporters, and churches.  It was such a blessing to worship with my supporting churches and share what God has been doing in Nigeria.  It was also wonderful to spend time with my friends, catching up on their lives, and playing with their children, several of them born while I was in Nigeria.  

      I visited several of the hospitals where I used to work.  I was amazed to see how much they had changed, with added buildings and new staff.  I had the privilege of observing burn and hand injury patients and acquiring many helpful resources to take back with me to Nigeria.   I want to say thank you to my friends and supporters, who opened their homes and provided meals for me, as I traveled around speaking to churches and supporters.  I want to thank the churches that donated money, toys, and medical supplies for the ministry in Nigeria.  I am excited to return to Nigeria to continue the work I started and I’ll take great memories with me of special times with old and new friends.

Burn Clinic


     I will be helping to start a burn clinic at Evangel Hospital in Nigeria when I return.  My plan is to employ a seamstress who will sew pressure garmets for burn patients to help reduce scaring.  Working with other medical missionaries, I plan to help set up a burn team of national medical workers and missionaries, providing training in the treatment of burns, to help improve patient care.  Cindy Jackson, a woman who set up a burn clinic in Brazil and is helping to set up clinics in other places, will be assisting me.  Mrs. Jackson will bring a seamstress to help train Nigerians to make the garmets and will also bring an internist and a plastic surgeon.  They will provide training for Nigerian doctors and nurses.   Please pray for us as we try to get a burn team together and provide better treatment for our patients.

Important Information

     I will depart for Nigeria on June 20th and I would like to give you the following information.  Please don’t be a stranger.  I would love to hear from you while I am in Nigeria. I would really love to get updates on how you and your family are doing and pictures are always nice, too.  You can 

e-mail me or send a letter to the addresses listed below.  You can also contact me by phone at 234-73-457988 (home) or 234 8030730316 (cell). The cell number may work the best.  Just remember that Nigeria is seven hours ahead of Central Time.  If you want to send a package, that would be great. Just be cautious about what you send, such as hard back books, because the price of shipping the package to Nigeria is determined by the weight.  If you would like to send a package with medical supplies or items for the street boys, please contact me first to find out what items are needed and the best way to send them.  Many items can be bought in Nigeria cheaper than having them shipped, but other items are not available.   

     I now have a web page, so you can periodically go to the site and see pictures and updates about the ministry and ministry projects.  Also, it can be very time consuming to e-mail the newsletters and updates to a large number of people due to the slowness of the Internet.  So I will now be posting my newsletters and updates on my web page.  I will e-mail you a notice with the web address when a new one has been posted.  I hope this will not be an inconvenience for you.

Praise

· I am fully supported for my next two and a half-year term.
· I had wonderful experiences with family, friends and supporting churches during my furlough.
· I am thankful for Cindy Jackson and her help with the burn clinic.
Prayer

· Pray for a safe journey back to Nigeria.

· Pray that I will be able to get all of my boxes on the plane without problems.

· Pray for my family as we say our good byes.

· Pray for the success of the burn clinic.



A New Way of Life














Change of information:


If at some time your mailing address changes, the person to contact is Dena Stanford at 214-321-8370 or dena_stanford@hotmail.com.








Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.


                                                             Psalm 25:4-5





Permanent Address: 323 Aspen Glorieta, NM 87535


E-mail: � HYPERLINK mailto:gaylynn.mccrady@sim.org ��gaylynn.mccrady@sim.org�    Website: gaylynninnigeria.com


SIM Mission Address: P.O. Box 7900 Charlotte NC 28241-7900;  (704) 588-4300


Nigeria Address: SIM Jos, Nigeria, C/- SIM Nigeria Courier, Box 7900, Charlotte, NC, 28241-7900
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