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In my discipleship class we have been studying the Trinity.  The last several weeks we have focused on Jesus, 

learning who He is and what He has done for us.  I then had the boys write out their stories telling what their life was like before they knew Christ, how they came to know Christ and how their life is different now.  Telling your own personal story is a way to lead in to sharing about Christ with another person.  I want to share two of the testimonies with you.
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My name is Danladi Alhassan. I grew up in a Christian home, though my parents were divorced. When I was a young boy, I had a friend who was a bad boy.  He liked stealing and he taught me to steal.  I would steal money from my mother and I did other bad things like lying.  I was going to church, but I didn’t know who Jesus was. A woman on the street introduced me to the occult.  I was in the occult for one month.  I was told to kill some other children, but I could not do it.  The woman came to my mother and told her I was in the occult.  My mother asked me if it was true and I told her I did not know about the occult.  My father came home and my mother told him I was in the occult.  My father said that he was going to kill me.  One of the mothers in a house near us told my mother about Gidan Bege.  My mother took me to Gidan Bege and I stayed there.  I talked with Uncle Dan and he told me about Christ.  He prayed for me and I received Christ as my personal Savior.  I am so glad that I am not with that bad friend any more.  I am so glad that I came to Gidan Bege and heard about Christ.  I don’t steal any more and I try to live a life for Christ.

My name is Matthew Audu.  I grew up in a Christian home, and was raised by other family members because both of my parents had died.  Before I came to know Christ, I was stealing, cheating on my friends, cussing, and lying.  I did not go to church much and when I went to church I did not learn anything.  When I left church, I would not go home, but I would go sneaking around until dark and then I would go home.  I was brought into the occult by a man on the street.  I would bring people to the occult and kill them.  My brother was also involved in the occult.  Our stepmother brought us to Gidan Bege because she was afraid that other family members would kill us.  I was afraid when I was living at home because some of my relations wanted to kill me because I was involved in the occult.  The day I came to Gidan Bege I met Uncle Dan.  He prayed for several other boys and me.  He preached from the Word of God and then asked us if we wanted to receive Christ.  I said yes.  I know that what I did before was not good and I have stopped doing those things.  I am now living for God and not for the world or the Devil.


It has been a blessing for me to hear each of the boy’s testimonies.  I have gotten to know them better and understand where they are spiritually.  The next step we are working on now is how to share the gospel with an unbeliever.  This has been difficult for the boys to understand, so we are going to take more time to work on this and memorize the scripture references.  I want the boys to know how to share about Christ, but I also used this project to see where the boys are in their own walk with Christ.  We are not sure that all the boys have really accepted Christ as their Savior.  They may say they have, but they don’t really understand what it means.  I want to spend time individually talking with each boy to encourage them and lead them towards assurance of their salvation.



Let me introduce you to Ladi.  Ladi is the niece of one of the Nigerian workers in our SIM Nigeria office.  Ladi lives in a small village about one and a half-hours outside Jos.  Ladi was burned when she fell into the fire and the family did not want to bring her to the hospital.  Erin, the nurse in our street boys ministry, and I were asked to help.  Erin and I traveled out to the village to see Ladi and assess whether she needed to come to the hospital.  We had no idea what to expect.  We arrived in this small village, quite a ways off the main road, surrounded by big hills.  We found Ladi sitting outside the house with no shirt on and flies buzzing all around her.  She looked so small, but we were told she was around twenty-five years old.  She had burns on her face, right arm, and left fingers.  She mainly kept her head down and did not speak very much.  We learned that she has attacks, which make her fall down and we saw several old injuries.  The family believed that these attacks were a demon.  But what Ladi has is Epilepsy.  The family knows nothing about this disorder and so she has never been treated with medication.  The family did not have money to take her to the hospital, but they also believed that everyone that went to the hospital died.  We know that is not true, but many Nigerians wait too long before going to the hospital and so it is too late and they die.  Erin and I talked with the family and told them that Ladi needed to go to the hospital to receive treatment for her burns and also to get medication for the Epilepsy.  We told them we would help pay for the hospital bill if they will continue her medication when she returns from the hospital.  Ladi is now at the hospital and her burns are healing well.  She is starting to use her right arm and is now walking around the ward more.  She has changed a lot.  She looks up now, seems brighter, and is talking more.  The family tells me thank you every day when I go to do therapy with her.  When I see Ladi now, I know the journey was definitely worth it.

Praise

· The opportunity to get to know the spiritual level of my discipleship boys.  

· Ladi is in the hospital healing.
Prayer

· Pray for all the Transition House boys that have traveled home for Christmas.  Pray for a good time with their families and for safe travel back in January.

· Pray for continued healing for Ladi and for the many other burn patients at the hospital.

· Pray that I will get some rest over the holidays to regain strength for the coming year.

· Pray for our SIM annual conference January 2-6.

· Continue to pray for the Physiotherapy Department as we are short staffed until mid-January.
      Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

                    Gay Lynn McCrady



Testimonies of New Life








A Journey of Healing








Change of information:


If at some time your mailing address changes, the person to contact is Dena Stanford at 214-321-8370 or dena_stanford@hotmail.com.








Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever.                     Ephesians 3:20-21


                                                         Hebrews12: 1
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