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I returned to Nigeria just in time to join into the planning for City Ministries camp for the kids in our care centers. We were a little overwhelmed when we realized that there would be about one hundred and eighty kids attending junior camp this year. Whew! It took some real creativity to divide up the groups and plan activities for that many children to do, all at the same time.  
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Our theme for this year was Psalm 86:5 “You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all who call on you.”  The lessons focused on the lives of different characters in the Bible such as Samuel, Ruth, Matthew, and Peter.  All of these people faced issues such as fear of rejection, being alone, being different, being accepted, living a clean life, and forgiving others.  These were all great topics for our kids, who have faced so many obstacles in their life at such young ages.  Many are orphans, some were abused, some were alone and living on the street, and others were involved in the occult.  They need to know that God loves them and he will never leave them no matter what they do.  The lessons were also about living a life for God, turning away from sinful ways, and asking God for forgiveness.
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The afternoons were filled with fun activities.  We had several crafts for the kids, a hiking group and a music and dance group.  We also had rotating games that had many fun challenges for the kids.  There were several activities that involved water balloons and wet sponges.  The kids were all for getting wet so they loved those games.  I think the Uncles and Aunties were having as much fun as the kids.  The last afternoon was crazy football, which everyone loves. Here we were yet again, with one hundred and eighty kids and ten to fifteen adults, running all over the field with four footballs flying everywhere and seeing who could make a goal. 
The last night was a special night of celebration.  Some of the children shared what they had learned at camp and others shared how the ministry had helped them learn to read or showed them love.  After the testimonies, the staff gathered around all the children and prayed for their protection, salvation and spiritual growth.  The rest of the night was celebrating with roasted meat, soft drinks, and lots of dancing. 

Some of you may remember the little boy named Abner that I met the first time I came to Nigeria.  He was crawling on the floor, on his hands and knees, with his knees stuck in a bent position.  Abner was the victim of polio.  Left with no function in his legs, he was doomed to crawling on the floor to get from place to place.  You can see many of these children crawling along the side of the road begging for money.  Because of the grace of God and the love of many people, this would not be the future for Abner.
Abner was living at the school for the children of Nigerian Missionaries.  It was there that several missionaries and I met him and wanted to help.  There was also a team from Colorado that visited and donated money, so that he could get surgery to straighten his legs.  Later I began therapy to keep his muscles stretched out and help him begin walking.  I helped get leg braces and crutches for Abner and he was slowly able to walk on his own.  He now had a different view of the world.  No longer was he confined to looking at the world from the ground up. 
Abner finished the sixth grade and was planning to start Junior Secondary School (7th-9th grades).  He really needed a new pair of braces since his were too small and the straps were worn out.  That summer a team of Physical Therapy students from Hardin-Simmons University came to Jos to work at Evangel Hospital.  I had casts made of Abner’s legs and we removed the casts, taped them together with packing tape and the team took them back to Texas to get leg braces made for him.  Another blessing from God was shown as the center that made the braces for him did it free of charge.  Praise God!  I have never seen a bigger smile than the one on Abner’s face when he saw his new leg braces.  With a new pair of shoes and new leg braces, Abner was ready to go to school.  
I returned back to Nigeria from furlough this year just in time to go to Abner’s graduation from Junior Secondary School.  
Mike and Jane Stead, one couple on the Colorado team, who
                                         helped pay for his surgery, have graciously paid the school fees for him to attend Secondary School.  He will start Senior Secondary School (10th-12th grades) next month.  I stood next to Abner after the graduation and thought this is not the same boy I met seven years ago.  Through the love and financial blessings of so many people, his life has been radically changed.

Gay Lynn McCrady


  Graduation Day





Urim, Mamaki, Faith, and Nyiri





A Changed Life





Children Loved by God





Praise:


A wonderful fourth meeting with Baba & Mama Y, the Mu*lim family I have been witnessing to.


Meeting Faruk, a Mu*lim man seeking to know more about Christ.


My best friend Nicky has returned to Nigeria from furlough.


The opening of the Elementary School in Gyero for the children in the Gyero Care Center.
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Prayer Request:


Pray for the salvation of Mama & Baba Y and Faruk.


Pray for strength for me as I treat the overload of patients we have for therapy and try to set up the burn garment program.


Pray for Evangel Hospital as it seeks to hire another Physical Therapist.


Pray for the Gyero School as they begin classes and for the new teachers as they get to know the kids and learn the new curriculum.


Pray for Abner as he begins his first year of Senior Secondary School.





Praise and worship time





Urim, Sandra and John











This must be the funny face game








