October Update

Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.       Hebrews 11:6
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Wrestling: We had a team of twenty-five people from Texas come out this month.  This is a team that comes out every year and for many of them this was their fifth or sixth time to visit Nigeria.  They are such a blessing to the missionaries.  They help with many projects and do a variety of evangelistic outreaches.  This year they introduced a new evangelistic ministry to Nigeria.  A team of four wrestlers and one referee came out to do five wrestling events.  One of the wrestlers has started a ministry in the US called the Christian Wrestling Federation (CWF).  They hold wrestling events and present the gospel throughout the event and at the end of the show.  

I was shocked to find out how interested Nigerians were in wrestling.  They were all excited to watch a wrestling show in person. There were huge crowds of people for every show and many of them were shouting and cheering.  It is estimated that about six hundred people accepted Christ or rededicated their life to Christ.  

Evangel Hospital: Timothy is one of my burn patients.  He works as a guard at one of the orphanages in Jos.  One night, while he was a work, he had a seizure and fell into the fire he had built to keep him warm.  His left arm and upper chest were burned.  He needed a skin graft for the skin to heal.  I was in the US when he was recovering from the burn.  When I returned to work, I met Timothy and by that time he had a contracture at the elbow and the armpit. The contracture limited his ability to use his arm.  Timothy had to have surgery to release the contracture of the skin.  I began therapy to help him gain more movement of the shoulder and elbow.  It took many months for the wounds to heal and a lot of exercise to regain movement.  Timothy still has a few wounds that are healing, but now he has almost full movement of his elbow.  Movement of his shoulder is improving, also.  Now we are doing scar massage and wrapping his arm in ace bandages to help reduce the scarring.  Timothy is very diligent with his exercises and skin care so his arm is healing really well.  Timothy is just one of the many burn patients we treat each year.  With regular exercises and scar management techniques, patients can heal well and have good function after a burn.  This is one of the reasons that I am starting a burn clinic. 
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Durbar Celebration: On October 19, I traveled with a group to Kano, a city four hours north of Jos, for the end of Ramadan celebration.  Our group had reserved seats for the platform, a covered terrace on the second floor of the palace overlooking the grounds.  I was surprised to see so many white people.  There are very few white people working in Kano.  You could tell which ones worked for the government and which ones were tourist by the type of clothing they were wearing.  The Durbar celebration in Kano is to pay honor to the Emir of Kano. The Emir of Kano is the Muslim traditional ruler of the Nigerian city of Kano. There are representatives from all the tribes in the surrounding areas.  They were all dressed in their finest clothes and their horses were decorated with colorful outfits, feathers, bells, and all that shines.  In a long procession they arrived at the palace of the Emir.  The square courtyard of the palace had been roped off and a mob of people gathered themselves in the sitting area, on walls and even sitting in trees so they could see the festival.  Each tribe went around the square to greet the Emir.  Some tribes not only had men on horses, but also had musicians playing traditional musical instruments.  Some tribes had dancers and we were even entertained by a demonstration of fighting with various weapons.  It was comparable to a combination of a royal visit, a fashion show, a parade, and a circus all in the traditional African Hausa style.  At the end, the Emir made his round, introduced by the shooting of guns that gave us the strong smell of smoke and decreased the visibility.  

When the festival was over, the square was suddenly filled with people excitedly jumping and running, in the celebration of living and the ability to eat.  

Prayer Request:

· Pray for the many people who gave their life to Christ at the wrestling events.
· Pray for continued healing for Timothy.
· Pray for success with the burn clinic.  Pray that I will find a good tailor who can make the pressure garments for the patients.
· We have several boys at Transition House who have been suspended for a few weeks from the center.  Pray that they will change their attitudes and be willing to follow the rules.
· Pray that I will have energy and strength as I work at the hospital and with Transition House.
                    Gay Lynn
   The Emir of Kano








