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“Today in the city of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” 
[image: ]                                                                                                                                                            Luke 2:11
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Parties, Parties, Parties: I am sure all of you are busy shopping, wrapping packages, and attending many holiday festivities.  I am doing the same things only on a much smaller scale.  We have had many parties in our ministry for staff and the children in our care centers.  I loved seeing all the kid’s happy faces as they ran to open their bags filled with toys, slippers, pencils, a notebook and candy.  I had lots of laughs, as our kids performed their special numbers of singing and dancing. But I think this year the staff party brought the most laughs.  I have not seen some of our staff dance at all, especially the men, and some of them broke out in some funny dancing.  We had some great skits performed by the Nigerian staff and even the MC of the party was a hoot.  A team was here from California and they brought clothes and props to do a performance of the Christmas story both at the staff party and the kid’s party.  At the staff party, they asked for volunteers to come, dress up and act out the story.  It brought lots of laughs as Mary was pregnant with a soccer ball and then after birth was holding a one year old baby, that was crying none the less.  We also had two staff draped in wooly cloth that did some really good sheep impressions.  What we all enjoyed was just a great time to get together with all our staff to fellowship, and thank God for what he has done in and through this ministry.
A Servant Spirit:  Our women’s Bible study group just finished a study by Pricilla Shirer called “He Speaks to Me.”  The last lesson was about having a servant spirit and it really touched and challenged me.  A true servant of God must be willing to surrender to God’s plan completely, laying aside ones desires in pursuit of His.  That is not an easy task.  We are all given spiritual gifts to serve God.  But do we use them for personal gain or to glorify God? I even had to ask myself if I was really utilizing all the gifts God gave me in ministry.  I decided that a goal for me in the coming year would be to really look at my spiritual gifts and find ways to use them to serve God.
Another challenge was to be submissive to God’s assignments.  God’s assignments don’t come free of challenges and I certainly have realized that in the past few months.  But how are we to respond to these challenges?  James 1:2-4 says, “Consider it great joy, my brothers, whenever you experience various trails, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  But endurance must do its complete work, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.”  Wow!  I don’t think I respond with joy very often when I am facing trials.  But when I looked back at past trials, I realized that through them I became stronger and my dependence on God was greater.  This was a really good study and I just wanted to share some things that inspired and challenged me.  If you have a chance to do this study, I am sure that you will be challenged as well.

[image: ]Burns, Burns, Burns:  This is the dry and cold time of the year here and we see lots of burns during this time.  People are either trying to warm themselves by the fire or cooking on the fire and their clothes catch on fire or it is from gas explosions when lighting their ovens.  We do see electrical burns and burns from car accidents and hot water as well.  I have seven burn patients right now in the hospital.  Burn patients have been a big focus for me and that is why I started the burn clinic.  Let me give you an update on how the burn garment clinic is going.  We have just finished renovating the room.  It needed some plastering and painting, rewiring and some repair of part of the roof.  Now I am having furniture and curtains made and then we will set up all the equipment and supplies.  We should be opening in January.  I am really excited about this opportunity to provide these garments to help reduce scarring for bun patients. Thanks to all of you for your gifts and prayers.
Praise:
· I have my new computer that a team brought to Nigeria for me. 
· The renovation of the burn garment clinic has been completed and will be ready to open in January.
· A new Physical Therapist from the UK is coming in January to work at the hospital.
Prayer Requests:
· Pray for safe travel for all the children in our ministry who are going home to spend the holiday with their families.  
· Continue to pray for the hospital as it is in transition to become a teaching hospital.
· Pray for opportunities to share Christ with unbelievers during the Christmas season.
· Pray for our annual SIM missionary conference that is January 5-9.  
May the new year give you many opportunities to praise and glorify God.  Merry Christmas!
                                                                                                   Gay Lynn
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